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| always long for the end of summer.
While there are aspects of summer | en-
joy, Itis not long into August before | be-
gin looking forward to Labor Day. | am
grateful September has begun. Even
though we may still experience a few hot
days, | know fresh cool weather will greet
us on many mornings. In a similar way, |
long to see us realign our prayer life to re-
flect the biblical witness.

It seems 95% of our prayers ask God to
do something for us. They are from a
posture of asking God to grant us a favor
or meet a perceived need. What if we
asked God to search us as suggested in
Psalm 139:23? Search me, O God, and
know my heart; test me and know my
thoughts. In many ways it comes down to
whether we trust God.

It caused me to reflect on interacting with
medical professionals. They probe, poke,
xray, and | isten in
health. | remember the first time | saw our
family doctor check startle reflex on our
oldest child. |thought he was abusive.
After he explained why he did his little
test, | understood and accepted his ac-
tions.

What would it look like to trust God as we

do medical professionals? What if we

asked God to search our hearts and iden-

tify for us that which is not of God in us?

Are you willing to try this for this month of
September ? Will you
tent is for your good? Might you even risk
asking others to pray this with you?

May we all long for a broader experience
in prayer!

Pastor Randy

order to assess oneods



SOME SPECIAL DATES FROM THE CARE TEAM

BIRTHDAYS
Abigail Zeo 9/3 The DMC Care Team met on Monday, July 25. Present were
David Ferrier 9/7 Randy Heacock, Freida Myers, Robin Miller and Sandy Landes.
Christian Zeo 9/8 The m_eetlng began with prayer focused on the armor of God in
Susan Bartels 9/17 Ephesians 6:}(_l18, recognizing _that we are in a splrltL_JaI b_attle
: and God has given us everything we need to stand in faith. We
Janice Wyhble 9/20 are called to be actively engaged with the work God has for us
Ben Swartley 9/21 in the world.
D.O.n HeCklgr 9/24 Two members of the Care Team will once again be present for
Jillian Femer . 9/24 personal prayer ministry on the first Sunday of the month be-
Yesenia Garrido 9/26 ginning Sept. 4 in the Upstairs Prayer Room to pray with you
Betty Good 9/28 concerning a transition you are experiencing or any concern
Samantha Ferrier 10/3 you have.
We reflected on the themes in the bookihhe Emotionally
ANN'_VERSARIES_’ ] Healthy Churclby Peter Scazzero, highlighting some of the
Kirk and Jenni Garrido 9/5 important learnings from this past year. They include:

Ethe value of admitting our lostness and brokenness
and how this reveals the extent to which we are able

C!'[[] 2ha9bQ{ .L.[ 9 { ¢ tomraspthethe glory ofthe gospeland revelin the

- Father's love
Beginning Thursday, September 15 from 1:30 tog slowing down to spend more time in God's pres-
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gath(?r to study the booﬁkFaﬁh Travels: Trustln? E the importance of grieving our losses and not try-
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other week on Thursdays, and the discussion is , _ _ o
We also brainstormed ideas for our next skit coming in the fall

facilitated by KrisAnne Swartley. Books are availto share another lesson from this helpful resource. The Care
. Team spent time praying for individuals in our congregation
able and more can be ordered if needed. All areyoing through transitions and challenges. Our next meeting is

Monday, Sept. 19, 7 pm.

welcome!
TIME FOR SCHOOL KITS

MCC is in need of school kits for the coming year. Complete or
partial kits can be donated through the month of September.
Full kits can be placed in a cloth bag. Bags are available for
pickup if you have kits to fill them, or they can be brought in a
plastic bag. This is a list of the items needed for each kit:

Sandy Landes

4 spiral or perforated notebooks 8 %2 x 10 %2 in and 70 sheets
8 unsharpened pencils

1 ruler (flat, flexible plastic, indicating both 12 in. and 30 cm.)
12 colored pencils (in packaging)

1 large pencil eraser

During the summer, 45 hygiene kits were
collected from our church. MCC has sent over

51,000 bags to the Middle East.



FROM THE LIBRARY
Book Report:

Praying for Strangeisy River Jordan is a de-

lightful, challenging book. River Jordanisanau# S S &
thor who writes fiction but one year she felt led Place and sponsored by Doylestown Presbyte-
rian Church. The program works to build self es-
tefer, fronfore HealRy rédlafidhshipsand-esd- y
someone in a public place, go to that person, askourage teamwork in the lives of the young peo-
ple who attend. It was our privilege to host this
would pray blessings on them that day. Often event for members of our community. They
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to make a resolution that she would pray for a
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their name and state her resolution that she

particular need they wanted her to pray about.
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that her contact was an answer to their prayer.
She fears rejection and reports the remorse shq
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ing to talk to a particular person. Her husband
encouraged her to write a book about her ex-
periences. | was intrigued by her inclusion of a
guote about prayer at the beginning of each
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great tragedy of life is not unanswered prayer,
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await your discovery.

Freida Myers

PEACE WORKS CAMP

Another successful Peace Works Camp for chil-
dren in grades & was held during the first two
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SPECIAL DAY FOR SAMANTHA CHURCH PICNIC

In May, Samantha Ferrier completed a degree in so-August 7 was our day to gather at Lost Acres for the
cial work at Eastern Mennonite University. Demon- 10 a.m. service, followed by a potluck picnic, with
strating her commitment to Jesus Christ and the opportunity to enjoy the pool and several games. As
church , she was baptized on August 21. Later that always, the food was plentiful and delicious. The

day she celebrated with family and friends at Peace younger crowd enjoyed their time in the pool,

Valley Park, Pavilion #3. Food and fellowship were watched over by some adult€arla Ferrier and
enjoyed in comfort spite of a little raifror the next  daughters Jacquie and Sam were willing to pose by a
few months she will be serving as an intern in Wash-picnic table platform and greet friends as they

ington, D.C. to finish requirements for her degree. walked by.

A NEW FRIEND

Steve and Sandy Landes welcomed Souda Chird-

chung, from Laos, to their home and our commu-

nity. She will be living with them for the next six
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Branches. We are happy to join them in welcoming

her to our congregation.




A SENIOR PICNIC

On Sunday afternoon, August 28, a group of 29 seniors of our church gathered for another pot luck picnic at
the home of Lois and Freida Myers. The weather was a warm and beautiful with a light breeze. The food was
plentiful and good, and it was an enjoyable time visiting around the table and sitting in fellowship. Some en-
joyed walking around looking at the gardens. This has been an annual event for several years and much en-

joyed by our seniors.

COMMUNITY DAY

Another community day was held on September 3, 11:00 800 pm. A variety of fun activities was
planned, such as moon bounce, face painting, food, bake sale, craft sale and flea market. The benefit

goes to a local noprofit.

Deadline for submitting items to the October 2 News & Views: September 27

PARTING THOUGHT:
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