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PASTOR’S PEN 
 
Confession from Vacation 
 
As many know, I just returned from vacation 
with Nancy, Vanessa, and Monica. We 
spent a week together in Fenwick, DE, and 
had a relaxing and enjoyable time. The 
weather was hot and sunny for those of us 
who wanted to work on our beach tans. I am 
grateful for this opportunity to be away from 
the normal responsibilities of life.  
 
Not all of the time was spent play-
ing games and in the ocean. I took 
some reading along. I began read-
ing for the second time Peter 
Scazzero’s book The Emotionally 
Healthy Church. Actually, the Care 
Team is reading this book to-
gether, so I decided vacation 
would give me the time to get 
started. I enjoyed this book a few 
years ago and looked forward to 
reading it again with the opportu-
nity to reflect with others  what was read.  
 
In the book, Scazzero suggests that our 
emotional health and spiritual health are in-
separable. I have agreed with this for some 
time. The problem is that, for many individ-
ual Christians and congregations alike, our 
emotional health limits and hinders our spiri-
tual health tremendously. He writes that too 
many Christians are like infants and more 
Bible study is not going to change the condi-
tion. The problem is that we have not 
learned how to be honest and deal with our 
emotions. This stunts our spiritual lives tre-
mendously.  
 

 
 
 
 
So where is my confession?   I have contrib-
uted to this struggle in that I have not been 
faithful to call us to name and work at this 
struggle. Fear of conflict and upsetting oth-
ers often gets in the way of inviting us to 
take a harder look at where God wants us to 
change some behavioral patterns that are 
rooted in emotional pain. Like going to the 
dentist, I prefer an honest assessment every 

six months rather than waiting for full-
blown gum disease 15 years down the 
road. If my dentist kept quiet because 
she did not want to upset me, would I 
consider her a good dentist?  
 
I certainly do not believe that I am 
alone in my need to confess. In our 
culture of avoiding pain and not want-
ing anyone to feel bad, keeping quiet 
is considered the loving thing to do. 
From my view it is not working. Won-

derful worship services, great preaching, 
and packed buildings are no indicators of 
healthy churches. Too many people return 
from church and Christian fellowship with 
the same brokenness and struggles with 
which they entered.  
 
My confession also has a commitment. I 
commit myself to helping DMC become a 
healthier church. I long to see DMC become 
a place where people can be honest with 
their emotions and seek healing and trans-
formation in the grace of God. Will you pray 
with me to this end? 

 
—Pastor Randy 



SOME SPECIAL DATES 
                                                        
BIRTHDAYS  

Judy Derstine 8/1 
Jenni Garrido 8/15   
Willard Gross 8/17 
Steven Landes      8/18 
Alejandro Garrido 8/25  
Derrick Garrido 8/25 
Sandy Landes 8/25               
John Moyer         8/29 
Craig Gidley              8/31  
Abigail Zeo            9/3  

 
ANNIVERSARIES 

Denny & Susan Bartels 8/9 
Abram & Lorraine Landis  8/15 
Glenn & Janice Wyble         8/15 
James & Louise Beyer   8/29 
William & Mary Leatherman  8/31 

 

SOCCER! 
The soccer camp here at Doylestown Mennonite 
Church started on August 1st. What a privilege it is 
to use the church grounds to share the Gospel with 
these young people. The final session is scheduled 
for Saturday August 22nd.  
 

OUTDOOR CONCERT SERIES  
Karenôs Place has arranged these outdoor concerts 
for Monday nights 7 to 9 PM during the month of  
August: 
  
August 10: Eddy Mann with Liz Collins    
August 17: Once Called Saul 
August 24: Dana Isles & Facedown 
August 31: Bonray with the Rescue 
 

COMMUNITY GARDEN UPDATE 
Harvest is in full swing in the community garden. 
They report that 450 pounds of produce have been 
donated. They are getting tomatoes, eggplant, and 
zucchini, as well as whatever people are growing in 
their individual plots. The people with individual plots 
are being reminded that they have an obligation to 
spend two hours per week in the communal plot.  
A potluck is scheduled for Wednesday evening,  
August 5, a normal work night.  
      

FROM KrisAnneéFormation and Mission 
In February, while Tim Soerens and Paul Sparks 
were with us to talk about missional ministry in our 
own "parishes," they mentioned an important con-
nection between our own formation and joining in the 
mission of God. It is perhaps easy to think that we 
join God's mission as those who have the answers,  

 
 
 
who are making the correct choices, and who know 
what is good and right. We go out to those who don't 
have the answers, who are making the wrong 
choices, and who do not know what is good and 
right. 
  
I turned 40 last monthðit was one of those mile-
stone birthdays. I often take life milestones as good 
opportunities to reflect on my story prayerfully and 
listen to what God has to say to me as I move for-
ward. In one sense, I can look at my life and say, 
yes, I have some answers. I have learned what is 
good, and I have made some good choices. I can 
also be honest and say that I have much more to 
learn. I have made some poor choices. There are 
parts of me that still need to be transformed. I still 
carry some pain from difficult life experiences. I still 
carry some nagging bad habits of thinking, feeling, 
and behavior; and I long to be set free from them by 
Jesus' power and grace! 
 
Even as I see that I have much growing to do as a 
Christian, I still join God on a mission in my commu-
nity. I do so with humility and transparency. I am 
honest about my shortcomings and areas where I 
still struggle. I have found that it actually creates 
common ground with those who don't yet know Je-
sus. They see that I am on a journey, just like them. 
It bonds us together as common human people. My 
honesty and transparency also points them to Jesus 
for hope instead of to me. If I had everything figured 
out, they may be tempted to rely on me instead of 
God, which would not be healthy and is not my goal 
at all. I want them to meet God!  
 
The Christian journey is about both formation and 
mission. I am walking with Christ, and even as I am 
sometimes succeeding and sometimes failing at it, I 
invite others to join me on the journey. Here is a 
great quote from a friend of mine that sums up the 
connection between formation and mission beauti-
fully: "We are generous because there are poor 
among us. We are also generous because we are 
naturally greedy and selfish and we need to practice 
generosity. We are hospitable because there are 
lonely and homeless among us. We are also hospi-
table because we are naturally private, self-centered 
people, and we need to practice hospitality." 
 
Let's continue to practice our own formation as well 
as our mission as God's people. Amen. 
       

 KrisAnne Swartley 



THOUGHTS FROM RUTHé 
Peter :Just a Fisherman 
  
I always like to read about Peter. He is one of my 
favorite disciples and later on an apostle. He was so 
down-to-earth, maybe too much so at times. He was 
quick to make decisions and also  quick to  give  his  
opinion, fiery and outspoken at times.  
 
J.Glyn Owen in his book, From Simon to Peter  
wrote, "He is so human and made  of some of  the 
same stuff as we are, and  his character symbolizes 
ours."  I will be referring to this book sometimes. I 
am also writing a lot of my  own thoughts, also  parts 
of the Bible and what I like to think of Peter and his 
life.  
 
When Jesus saw them fishing he called Andrew 
(who had been following John the Baptist and Jesus)  
 
 

 
 
 
who immediately said, ñI will go and get my brother 
Simon. Andrew  was more quiet  and reserved. 
When he found Simon he said, òWe have found the 
Messiah.ò (Messiah means Christ) and brought 
Simon to Jesus (John 1:40- 42) Jesus told Simon, 
ñYou are Simon, son of John. You will be called 
Cephasò which is translated Peter. Jesus said, Fol-
low me, and I will make you fishers of men.ò (Mark 
1:16-18)  
 
What amazes me is that they immediately  left their 
nets and followed Jesus, no excuses, no questions. 
Peter was so aggressive at times, and I imagine at 
times quite humorous, so that probably the disciples 
stood  with their mouths  open and some saying, 
ñThere goes Peter again.ò 

Blessings, Ruth Godshalk 
 

 
STEVE LANDESô DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE  

 
I declare my independence from the tyranny of my kings 
From the tyranny of culture, Having to look a certain way,  

     Act a certain way, Be a certain way 
From the tyranny of success, Striving to measure up, Never being fully satisfied 

From the tyranny of body image, Taking off or putting on, Trying to conform 
From the tyranny of religion, A list of dos and don'ts 

     Being the giver but never the receiver, The threat of condemnation 
These kings say, Who are you to make these declarations? 

I stand tall, I hold my head high, I am not dirty, backwards or low, 
I am a child of the High King. 

By this I put my name to my Declaration of Independence. 
 

Steve Landes  

AN IMPORTANT NEW LIFE 

Jesse and Stephanie Gehman brought 
their son Caleb for dedication on July 26 
with members of their extended family 
in attendance. He joins big brother  
Micah in their family of four. 



GEMS FROM THE MENNONITE  
WORLD CONFERENCE ASSEMBLY 
 
Walking with God was the theme of the conference 
held, July 21-25. Here are a few quotes from mes-
sages given at the assembly: 
 
Danisa Ndlovu of Zimbabwe,  
President of Mennonite World Conference 

ñWe cannot claim to be walking with God and not 
feel with those who suffer, love as God does, and 
care for creation as God cares.ò.... ñHow many peo-
ple will be in heaven because of you and because of 
me?ò 
 
Cesar Garcia of Colombia,  
General Secretary of MWC 

ñWalking has to do with discipleship..... Is it possible 
to walk together and live as one when we have such 
diversity?  African proverb: óIf you want to walk fast, 
go alone; if you want to go far, walk together.ô  We 
canôt walk together if we are not walking with God. 
Letôs walk with Godò 
 

Yukari Kaga of Japan 

ñFaith brings something from outside into our lives.... 
Godôs power in raising Jesus gives us power.ò 
 

Shantkumar S. Kunjam of India 

ñWe are 1.3 million MWC people, featured by our 
universality and inequality. Let us cherish this, bear 
one anotherôs burdens..Through love let us do good 
to all...Internal conflict and division are overcome by 
loveò 
 

Wieteke van der Molen of The Netherlands 

 ñWe are part of a community but we want auton-
omy. Autonomy is living by your own rules; living 
with your own rules does not go well in community. 
Take responsibility for your own thinking and make 
amends if needed.ò 
 

 

Hippolyto Tshimanga of Canada 

ñIt could be said that we love service, flirt with peace 
and are allergic to mission. A church that has no 
mission has no right to call itself a churchïthatôs its 
DNA. Without it, it will die.ò 
 
Watch for another look at sayings and doings from 
the Assembly in the future. 

Lois Myers 
 

 



D o y l e s t o w n  M e n n o n i t e  C h u r c h                      

590 N Broad St                                                                             

Doylestown, PA 18901                                                       

P 215-345-6377                                                                       

F 215-345-9513                                                                               

doylestownmc@verizon.net 

P a s t o r : Randy Heacock 
randy.heacock@doylestownmc.org 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t : Mea Fuller 
doylestownmc@verizon.net 

Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 

N e w s l e t t e r  E d i t o r : Lois Myers 
Phone/Fax: 215-794-8327 // mysersfm@juno.com 

DEADLINE for submitting items to the September 6 News & Views: September 1, 2015 
 

PARTING THOUGHT:    

     ñWe walked and walked but found nothing; we turned and turned but found nothing, we 

searched and searched but found nothing, Thereôs no one, thereôs no one like Jesus.ò 

 Song from Zimbabwe  

                                             

 

ǟʀ́ɿ ɮɱɱɺ ɭ ɸɻɺɳ ʀɵɹɱ ɿɵɺɯɱ ǟ ʃɭɿ ɭʀ ɭ ɮɭɮʅ ɿɴɻʃɱɾ̵ ǭɴɭʀ ɲʁɺ̵ 

Naa had a big stack of gifts stacked up for her to open. Derrick 

had to find places to stack them all. While they were busy with 

that, I had plenty of time to sneak out for some real food. It 

ɹɭɷɱɿ ʁɼ ɲɻɾ ʀɴɱ ɲɭɯʀ ʀɴɭʀ ǟ ʃɭɿɺ́ʀ ɵɺʂɵʀɱɰ ʀɻ ʀɴɱ ɯɴʁɾɯɴ ɼɵɯɺɵɯ̵ 

We were blessed with a perfectly lovely on August 
2. The basketball court was nicely shaded for the 
service. We knew there would be a great selection 
of food to have with the hamburgers, chicken, and 
hot dogs. Angel and his sidekicks were cooking on 
the grill. The swimming pool was popular with the 
younger set, and there were other games for those 
so inclined, along with plenty of time for visiting 
with everyone.  


