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PASTOR’S PEN 
 
As I continue learning, observing, struggling, 
and listening, the more I am convinced that 
our identity is what matters most. As one 
who tries to follow Jesus, and as my identity 
becomes increasingly rooted in Jesus, this 
produces my self-confidence and enables 
me to be more compassionate towards oth-
ers. Recent reflection on 2 Corinthians 5:16-
21 provided some understanding of this 
process.  
 
This passage speaks of a new creation for 
those who are in Christ. This reminds us that 
the God of all creation desires and is able to 
create something new again and again. 
When we fail, when we struggle, when oth-
ers disappoint us, and when tragedy strikes, 
we are encouraged to look to the God who 
creates anew. Another encouragement of 
this passage is in the declaration that all of 
this is from God. The new creation is both 
the promise and work of God. It does not de-
pend on our effort, understanding or good-
ness. 
 
Our identity then rests not on what we have 
done or come to understand, but on the 
work of Jesus. It is his life, death, and resur-
rection that provides hope in our relationship  

 
 
with God. As we move our focus from our 
goodness and our failures to the God who 
reaches out to us in love, we can then move 
into the reconciled relationship that God de-
sires with us. Our identity is then rooted in 
Jesus. It is his love and life that gives us 
hope. When our identity becomes focused 
elsewhere, fear quickly sneaks in and anxi-
ety drives our actions.  
 
One parting directive in this passage is to be 
ambassadors for Christ. As ones who have 
experienced reconciliation in Christ, we are 
to be representatives of Christ’s desire and 
ability to do the same for others. We are not 
ambassadors of good will, correct theology, 
history, tradition or moral ethics. Rather, we 
are called to be a people who represent in 
words and actions a God who reaches out to 
fallen humanity. Often when we fail to an-
swer this calling it is because our identity 
has been misplaced.  
 
I encourage each one to take time this 
month to pray and reflect on your identity in 
Christ. Do you rejoice that it is all of God?   
Do you live in the confidence of resting in 
Jesus?   

—Pastor Randy 



SOME SPECIAL DATES 
                                                        
BIRTHDAYS  

Abigail Zeo 9/3 
David Ferrier 9/7 
Christian Zeo 9/8 
Susan Bartels 9/17 
Janice Wyble 9/20 
Ben Swartley 9/2 
Donald Heckler 9/24 
Jillian Ferrier 9/24 
Betty Good 9/28 
 

EARLY OCTOBER BIRTHDAY   
Samantha Ferrier 10/3 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 

Kirk & Jenni Garrido 9/5 
 

COMMUNITY DAY 
Community day is scheduled for September 19, 
11:00 am - 3:00 pm.  A variety of fun activities is 
planned, such as a photo booth, moon bounce, car-
nival games, face painting, live musical perform-
ances, food by the Doylestown Fire Company, and 
more.  More vendors are needed; if you know of 
anyone who would like a table, have them call Judy 
at 267-371-3532.  Tables are 8 feet long, and $5.00 
each. The benefit goes to a local non-profit. In addi-
tion, baked goods are needed for the bake sale. To 
sign up, there is a sheet on the church bulletin 
board. Call Steph Gehman if you have questions. 
 

OCTOBER AT KARENôS PLACE 
Glorify 10/3 
Headstone CXVIII 10/17 
Bob Stanhope, with Liz Collins  
     and Lori Lozinski 11/7 
Eddy Mann 11/21 
 

TIME FOR SCHOOL KITS 
MCC is in need of school kits for the coming year. 
Complete or partial kits can be donated and full kits 
can be placed in a cloth bag. There is still time to do 
it this month. Bags are available for pickup if you 
have kits to fill them, or they can be brought in a 
plastic bag. This is a list of the items needed for 
each kit: 
¶ 4 spiral or perforated notebooks of 70 sheets 
¶ 8 unsharpened pencils 
¶ 1 ruler (flat, flexible plastic, indicating both 12 

in. and 30 cm.) 
¶ 12 colored pencils (in packaging) 
¶ 1 large pencil eraser 

 

FROM THE PRAYER CORNER 

Parish Prayer begins again this month on the third 
Sunday, Sept 20, and will continue on the third Sun-
day each month through December. Parish Prayer is 
simply a time to gather and learn about pointing oth-
ers to Christ and finding ways to be intentional about 
that. We eat a bag lunch together, have a discussion 
and then pray for people with whom we are connect-
ing in our neighborhoods, workplaces, etc. Come on 
Sunday, Sept 20, 12 noon ï 1:30 pm to be encour-
aged to continue your journey of following Jesus 
where you are. Signup on the bulletin board next to 
the mailboxes. 
  
Praying together has been an empowering  and 
guiding practice for the church since it began. I ac-
knowledge that praying together has also been awk-
ward, uncomfortable and may I say, boring, for some 
people too!  I still believe that praying together is im-
portant and I am committed to providing opportuni-
ties here at DMC for us to learn to pray together 
more. I know we sometimes need new ways to do 
something that has been a part of our faith tradition 
for a long time. 
  
I plan to continue to offer opportunities to pray to-
gether over these next several months, whether it is 
here at the church, or in another setting. Sometimes 
the Praying together will be during SS in the Up-
stairs prayer room, or during the week on a weekday 
or evening, but my goal for the next four months is to 
have a prayer opportunity every week for us to meet 
together for an hour. I am open to your suggestions 
for places and ways we could pray together. Per-
haps you are willing to open your home for prayer or 
another space comes to mind. Please speak to me 
and we will make a way. Here are some September 
opportunities coming up: 
 
Monday, Sept 7( Labor Day), Prayer walking, Meet 
at Peace Valley Park, Anglers Pier Parking lot 
(Creek Road) 7 am ï 8 am. RSVP to Sandy if you 
plan to come. 
 
Sundays, Sept 20 and 27,  11:00 ï 11:45 Prayer 
Together during SS (Upstairs Prayer Room.) 
 
I hope you can join in and we will learn together! 
  

Sandy Landes, Prayer Minister 



FROM THE MISSIONAL JOURNEY 
Worship: What is Advent? What is Lent  
Every now and then I am asked why we take the 
four weeks before Christmas and the six weeks be-
fore Easter to do some special things in worship. 
What does it mean? What is it for? Why do we do it? 
  
Christmas and Easter are the two highest points of 
the year for Christians. We celebrate when our Sav-
ior came as a baby to live among us, and then we 
celebrate when he died for us and rose again in vic-
tory. These are our defining moments. We are who 
we are because he came, he died and he arose. 
There are other moments during the year that we 
remember, such as the coming of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost, but none are as significant as Christmas 
and Easter. 
  
Few high points in our lives are very "high" without 
preparation, right? We take a year or more to plan a 
wedding. We take months to plan for the arrival of a 
child. Graduations, big anniversaries, family reun-
ions, the purchase of our first car or first home... we 
take time to think through what is coming, how we 
can be ready for it, we gather needed supplies, set 
dates, talk to loved ones... 
  
We can think of Advent and Lent similarly. Christmas 
could come and go, and we could miss the signifi-
cance of the holy day in a flurry of presents and fam-
ily dinners. Taking those four weeks, which we call 
Advent, to remind ourselves once again why Jesus 
came, how he came, and that he will come again, 
can create some needed focus in our hearts, minds 
and souls. Advent helps to bring our faith back into 
focus in the midst of a distracted culture. We remem-
ber and we prepare for Christmas, and hopefully, by 
practicing a time of preparation, we can receive Je-
sus anew into our lives. Lent also brings Jesus' sac-
rifice into focus for us, and the power of his resurrec-
tion on Easter morning. Lent and Advent both are an 
invitation to slow down and meditate, refocus and 
remember and listen for God's message to us during 
the year. 
  
November will be here before we know it, and Ad-
vent will begin. Next month, I will write more about 
our Advent theme for this year: "waiting in expecta-
tion: through a glass darkly." 
  

KrisAnne Swartley, Missional Minister 

 
 
 

REPORT FROM THE CARE TEAM 

The Care Team met on August 17, 2015, opened 
the meeting with prayer and discussed the following: 
In our devotions we are reading and discussing a 
book called The Emotionally Healthy Church. We 
read 1 John 1:1-2. We reviewed discussion ques-
tions and talked about learning to live with our emo-
tions, being aware of our feelings, taking time to pray 
to God and listen to God, how we can be open about 
our weaknesses, be able to ask for what we need, 
and be able to accept outside feedback without be-
ing defensive.  
  
We prayed through the church directory and for 
DMC members with needs. We encourage all  
members to pray for and care for those in our  
congregation.  
  
Care Team members are available for prayer during 
Sunday School on the first Sunday of the month 
(Sept 6, 2015) and specifics can be found in the 
weekly bulletin.  
  
Our next Care Team meeting is planned for  
September 28, 2015 at 7:00PM.     

Robin Miller 
 

TRUSTEE UPDATE FOR 2015 

This past year we have repaired gutters, installed 
snow-birds and slate to church roof, clad with alumi-
num the balance of the windows on the church build-
ing. This should prevent the need for painting and 
will protect the outside of the windows. The large 
dead tree next to the driveway was removed, as well 
as extensive removal of dead tree limbs from various 
locations on the property. More recently we have 
had parking lot and driveway repairs to the blacktop. 
In the future we would like to reseal and stripe the 
parking lot after the Outdoor Focus Groupôs decision 
to move forward has been made. 
  
The Broad Street porch roof is in need of replace-
ment and we are planning for the installation of a 
shingled roof this fall. The basement floor has been 
contracted to be cleaned and polished in the near 
future. In the next couple of weeks we will be testing 
a lighting system to better illuminate the platform 
area. This is a trial idea at his time; we will be inter-
ested in your feedback. 
 
The trustees will be planning the Annual Church 
Building Appreciation Day for a Saturday in October. 
More information will be posted shortly. Some baked 
items (shoo fly pie, etc.) would be appreciated! 
 



A big thank you to Gary Garges for caring for the 
new shrubbery, and planting and watering the beau-
tiful flowers around the church! 
  
Just like at most of our homes, there are many small 
maintenance items that need to be resolved all year 
long by the trustees. The comfort and function of our 
facilities benefit our congregation and the various 
community groups who use them. This requires the 
trusteesô diligence in addressing these maintenance 
issues.  
 
I want to thank each of the trustees for their spirit of 
cooperation and willingness to participate. Please 
feel free to speak to any of the trustees with your 
concerns, questions, and words of affirmation. The 
trustees are: Dave Ferrier, Gary Garges, Garry 
Landis, Jon Swartley and Dave Chittick, Chairman.  
 

Thank you, Dave Chittick 
 

THOUGHTS FROM RUTH: 

Trusting Jesus  
Many times I wake with a song on my lips  and many 
times it is just the song that I need for the day. One 
day it was  ñLearning to Leanò. Oh, my Jesus, I need  
you so much. I feel so lonely  when I think of the day 
ahead. A feeling of depression comes over me. 
Then, when I have my prayer time and I know he is 
with me, the depression goes away. I know I must 
trust my Jesus, I must lean on Him. Author Hannah 
Whitall Smith wrote in my  study Bible "cultivate  a 
continuous  habit of believing and sooner  or later all 
of your doubts will vanish in the glory of the absolute 
faithfulness of God." 
  
I am reading a book called, THE FRAGILE THREAD  
by Aliske Webb. She wrote that she had read a story 
in a medical journal about a class of children who 
were so autistic that they could not even stand by 
themselves. If you stood them up, they simply  fell 
over, not even  shielding their eyes or making any 
effort  to brace their fall. One day the teacher strung 
a thick rope across the room, and found that if they 
stood the children up so they were holding on the 
rope, eventually they could walk across the room. 
Somehow those brave little incapacitated souls 
found the strength to cross their unfathomable dis-
tance. They had nothing going for them except the 
courage to trust their footsteps to the reassuring 
rope. It was a small and thankful miracle. Over the 
months the teachers gradually strung up thinner and 
thinner pieces of rope, until they were using almost 
invisible fishing line and the children would walk  
across the room if only they could hold on to the " 
rope." Finally, in an act of unprecedented trust and 

ingenuity,  the teachers cut the  thread-like line into 
twelve inch pieces and each child continued to walk, 
still clutching their  lifeline. What a trust  and faith 
they had in this fragile piece of thread. 
This is what I need -- I need to hold onto my lifeline 
of faith. I know that my Father hears and answers 
my prayers and will guide me if I hold  onto my life-
line of faith. Sometimes it is  very fragile, although at 
times I need a longer piece of thread. I know my Fa-
ther hears and answers my prayers and will guide 
me if I hold on to my life line of faith. Keep my hand 
in yours, I must not become  discouraged , but trust 
in you "my dear Jesus." The song, "Tis so sweet to 
trust in Jesus " holds the answer. Read it and sing it 
if you know the tune:  "Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus, 
just to take him at his word, just to rest upon his 
promise, just to know, Thus saith the Lord. Jesus , 
Jesus, how I trust him, how Iôve proved him oôer and 
oôer! Jesus , Jesus, precious Jesus! Oh,for grace to 
trust him more!ò     This is my prayer.  
  

Ruth Godshalk 
 

A SENIOR PICNIC 
On Sunday afternoon, August 30, a group of 23 sen-
iors of our church gathered for another pot luck pic-
nic at the home of Lois and Freida Myers. The 
weather was a little warm, but beautiful with a light 
breeze. The food was plentiful and good, and it was 
an enjoyable time visiting around the table and sit-
ting in fellowship. Some enjoyed a walk around look-
ing at the gardens and barn animals. This has been 
an annual event for several years and much enjoyed 
by our seniors.  



EXPERIENCES AT THE MENNONITE  
WORLD CONFERENCE ASSEMBLY 
 
In each morning session of the 
assembly there was a speaker on 
the theme for the day, with a re-
sponse given by a representative 
of the Young Anabaptists. On 
Thursday the theme was Walking 
in Conflict and Reconciliation. Af-
ter Nancy Heisey, representing 
the Peace Commission, gave her 
message, the young adult re-
sponder was Remilyn Mondez of 
the Philippines. Her message im-
pressed many people. She spoke 
about a girl called Lenlen, whose 
family attended one of two 
churches in the area. At a time of 
conflict her extended family left 
that church and ended up at the 
other. It was devastating for her 
because it took away her school 
and all her friends. Fear of her 
possible influence caused them to 
refuse to let  her attend any of the 
events involving her old friends. After years of unhappiness she again was happy in her church but some 
other relatives and friends were lost to the church, or even have no relationship with Christ. 
  
She reminded us that children and young people can be caught up in church conflicts ñand end up as church 
haters. And we wonder why we are losing our young people.ò  At the end she said, ñMy nickname is Lenlen, 
and that is my story.ò 
  
After each morning session the Friendship Groups met. These were groups of a dozen or so people sitting 
together to get acquainted and share their lives and concerns. Some of our group did not attend every day. 
We often shared in groups of only three or four. In the photo are Susan Janzen, a pastor from Kansas, Stefan 
Van Delden of the Netherlands with Freida, Jim Janzen, husband of Susan and a retired teacher, who grew 
up in India, Dr. Bijoy K. Roul, a pastor from Eastern India, Lenora Hirschler, a young woman physician who is 
married to an African, and Omar, a pastor from Costa Rica who reported that a group from a Pennsylvania 
church had recently visited to paint his church. Dr. Roul said that recently a group of extremist Hindus had 
burned two Christian pastors in his state of Orissa, which is strongly Hindu and not favorable to Christians. In 
spite of these dangers he was more interested in telling his experience of leading to Christ a man well known 
in the area for his violence. The man had a Christian family but had gotten into drugs, killed for money, com-
mitted other crimes and carried a gun and a knife. He confronted Dr. Roul on his morning walk, saying he 
wanted to talk to him, and was invited to his office. The man came; he was ready for a change and became a 
new creature; he then led a different life. 
  
Meeting people such as these was one of the high points of the assembly. 

 Lois Myers 
 



D o y l e s t o w n  M e n n o n i t e  C h u r c h                      

590 N Broad St                                                                             

Doylestown, PA 18901                                                       

P 215-345-6377                                                                       

P a s t o r : Randy Heacock 
randy.heacock@doylestownmc.org 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t : Mea Fuller 
doylestownmc@verizon.net 

DEADLINE  for submitting items to the October 5 News & Views: September 29, 2015  
 

PARTING THOUGHT:    

ñLord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations. Before the mountains 

were born or you brought forth the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting, you 

are God.ò           

Psalm 90:1&2       

  

 

It was an interesting month around here even without Sunday 

ǩɯɴɻɻɸ̵ Ǫɴɱʅ ɿɭɵɰ ɵʀ ʃɭɿ ɯɭɸɸɱɰ  ͂Ǘ ǭɻɹɭɺ́ɿ Ǧɸɭɯɱ Ǧɱɭɯɱ ǭɻɾɷɿ 

Ǚɭɹɼ̵̓  Ǫɴɱɾɱ ʃɱɾɱ ʃɻɹɱɺ ɭɺɰ ɯɴɵɸɰɾɱɺ ɴɱɾɱ ɲɻɾ ɭ ɯɻʁɼɸɱ ɻɲ 

ʃɱɱɷɿ ʃɵʀɴ ɼɸɱɺʀʅ ɻɲ ʀɴɵɺɳɿ ɲɻɾ ʀɴɱ ɯɴɵɸɰɾɱɺ ʀɻ ɰɻ̵ ǟ́ɹ ɭɸʃɭʅɿ 

glad to see people around here! 

SOCCER! 
The ñDeveloping Moves with Christ  
Soccer Campò at Doylestown Mennonite 
Church was back this summer for the 
first four Saturdays in August. This is 
the fourth year we have hosted the 
camp and we are improving each year. 
It was great to hear a lot of positive 
feedback from the kids and the parents. 
This year we expanded the group to in-
clude boys and girls ages 7 to 14. We 
had many returning children from last 
year as well as a lot of new faces. On 
average, there were about twenty chil-
dren in attendance each week with the 
majority coming from the surrounding 
communities. The kids improved their 
soccer skills and participated in Bible 
lessons covering God's protection and 
the power of prayer. Many of the camp-
ers memorized selected Bible verses 
during the week to win prizes. It has 
been such a blessing to watch the kids have fun on the soccer field and share their faith during lessons. We 
ended the camp with a pizza and ice cream party that was enjoyed by all. 

Derrick Garrido 


